
 
 

 

TERESA MARIA SPINELLI 
10878-95 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2E4 Cell: 780-993-4869 

 
EDUCATION  

Bachelor of Arts Degree: Major Psychology.  

Graduated 1983 from the University of Alberta 

PERSONAL  

Married to Mike Newberry Nimis.   

One Child: Massimo Spinelli Newberry (2007)
 

WORK EXPERINCE   

1983-2000  Worked in family business the Italian Centre Shop 

Tasks included everything from cashier to stocking shelves as well as administrative work. 

2001-Present President, Italian Centre Shop Ltd. 

Local grocery store specializing in Italian and European products. Major importer and distributor of the best known 
Italian products.   

When I took over in 2001 we 1 store, 30 employees and recorded 8 million dollars in sales. Within a year we grew to 12 million in sales. 
Today, the company has grown 8 times – 4 stores, 509 employees and sales of 64 million. 
 
MEMBERSHIPS 

PRESENT  Member of the Santa Maria Goretti Church, Italian Chamber of Commerce, McCauley 

Community League 

2001- PRESENT  Member of the McCauley Community league Giovanni Caboto Park Revitalization 

• Key organizer of 800,000-dollar renovation in Giovanni Caboto Park.  

• Providing a safe and vibrate park for the kids who are the heart and soul of our community. 

2015 - PRESENT Member City of Edmonton City Manager’s Advisory Committee  

2015 - PRESENT Member IWF – International Women’s Forum  

2014  Member Boyle Renaissance Advisory Committee (City of Edmonton) 

2010-2011   Co-Chair of the Mayor’s Task Force on Sustainable Communities 

1993-1997   Executive Board Member of the Edmonton Inner City Housing. 

1993-1997   President of The Giovanni Caboto Cultural Society  

• Promoting the Italian heritage and cultural thru music and the arts with an Italian Style festival sharing our culture 
with others. 

1982-1997  Founding member of the Giovanni Caboto Cultural Society of Alberta 1991 

• Present Founding member of the Avenue of Nations Business revitalization zone.  
 

AWARDS 

2017  Community Business Award – Rotary Club 

2016  Daughter’s Day Award – Daughter of the Year 2016 

2014    Employ Abilities Award of Distinctions for Hiring Persons with Disabilities 

2012   Paul Harris Fellowship Award-The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International 

2012   Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition of contributions to Canada 

2011   Appointed as Vice Chair to the Mayors Task force for Community Sustainability 

2011   Nominee for the CAFÉ Award- Canadian Association of Family Enterprise 

2011   Selected by KPMG to attend Quantum Shift Program in London, Ontario. 

2006-2016  Canada’s Top 100 Women Entrepreneurs  

2009   CIFES (Catholic Italian Families) “Momento Audere Simper” Award- Remember to Always Dare  

2009   Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year Nominee 

2008   People’s Choice Awards for Business Women of the Year 

2006  Rotary Integrity Award (Northern Lights Rotary Club) 

2005  Global Women of Vision - celebrating the accomplishments of outstanding women in our community 

2005  One of Canada’s Top 100 Women entrepreneurs (Profit Magazine) Number 26. 

2005 Alberta Centennial Medal - for individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the community in 

Edmonton and the Province of Alberta 

2005   YWCA Women of Distinction ‘Entrepreneurs’ Award 

2004   Edmonton Chamber of Commerce Finalist for small business owner of the year 

2003   Heritage Registry of Who’s Who 

2002   Received the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal for Community Involvement 
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OTHER 

Because my business is located in Edmonton’s Inner City, I have volunteered on many boards and organizations including but not 
limited to a team leader for the McCauley Boys and Girls Club to sitting on the board of Edmonton Inner City Housing. Besides 
contributing to social agencies, I also believe that it is important for business to thrive in the inner city, which is why I was a board 
member of the Avenue of Nations and now the Little Italy & Chinatown BRZ. 

The project that I am most proud of and is closest to my heart is the revitalization of Giovanni Caboto Park. I became interested in the 
inner-city park when I noticed that the City had taken out all of the play equipment because it was rundown and becoming unsafe. 

When I called the City to find out when they were replacing the play equipment they told me that they no longer do that, and that the 
community would have to fundraise. The Giovanni Caboto Revitalization committee was formed to upgrade the park, which is located 
in McCauley one of Edmonton’s oldest, most diverse and dynamic communities. Income rates in McCauley are substantially lower than 
the rest of the city. Many of our children have had to endure an underprivileged life style. This was supposed to be an easy project- 
one year, 100,000.00 dollars. The project started to take on a life of its own. Part of the City’s mandate is that we had to contact as 
many community residences as we could and ask them what they wanted to see in the park. Many seniors wanted more lighting and 
park benches; the natives wanted a medicine wheel. The Europeans wanted a European feel to the park, and we felt that a fountain 
would accomplish that.  

We wanted to include a replica of a fountain that is in Ortona, Italy. The Loyal Edmonton Regiment was the leading force in a major 16-
day battle during Dec.1943 fought in Ortona on the east coast of Italy. Many Regiments soldiers from Alberta, one as young as 16, are 
buried in the military cemetery just outside Ortona. If the 1,600 civilian deaths were not enough for a town of 25,000 to absorb both 
allied artillery and German tactics destroyed 80% of the buildings. The town of Ortona had a beautiful Cathedral and nearby piazza 
with a fountain. The cathedral was completely destroyed.  The fountain is an important symbol of the tragedy. It was a miracle that the 
muse that topped the fountain was not totally destroyed. This link of history from pre December 1943 is now stored in the Mayor’s 
office as a symbol of Ortona’s survival. The fountain will be a centerpiece in the park and will honour the veterans that liberated 
Ortona. The fountain will remind us of the sacrifice that all Veterans have made for democracy, peace and freedom. 

Funding was derived from Provincial and City grants, but most was from the community and from special groups such as the Rotary 
Clubs. (Northeast & Avenue of Nations, Downtown) all donated for the love of our children who are the heart and soul of each of our 
communities and for the hundreds of veterans that paid the highest price for our freedom. The project was completed in the spring of 
2006 which was four years and $800,000 dollars later. 

With this help we will have this important piece of history part of Edmonton’s Giovanni Caboto Park reminding us the entire price of 
Peace.  We will also provide our inner-city children and their families with recreational access to a safe, clean and vibrate park, 
enhancing the quality of life for all inner-city residence. 
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